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Grange Infant School 

  Computing Policy   
 

Rationale 
Teaching of and through computing prepares pupils to participate in a world in which learning, work and 
leisure are transformed by access to continually developing technology.  Computing is used throughout 
the school to offer exciting and motivational opportunities for children to realise and extend their 
academic and creative potential. 
 
Aims and objectives 

 to teach pupils to use computing skills to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present 
information responsibly, creatively and with discrimination.  

 to teach computing skills as part of a broad and balanced curriculum relevant to the age and 
interests of the children. 

 to raise standards through the use of computing.  

 to enable the pupils to gain access to ideas and experiences to support their learning across the 
curriculum.  

 to equip the pupils to make informed judgements about when and where to use computing 
effectively. 

 to make children aware of age appropriate e-safety issues and ensure that all pupils and staff 
follow the guidelines for acceptable internet usage. 

 to ensure software is planned and progressive for teaching computing skills and for cross-
curricular support. 

 to ensure maximum use is made of hardware by careful timetabling of resources. 
 
Teaching and Learning 
 
Monitoring and evaluation 
Lesson observations of specific computing teaching are carried out as required as part of the 
performance management process and records thereof maintained by the head teacher.  Learning walks 
and other forms of monitoring e.g. discussions with children are also employed.  A self-review group, 
membership of which is drawn from teaching staff from all year groups, meets regularly as part of the 
ongoing process of Completing self review using the North Somerset on line self review toolkit.  This 
includes detailed identification of where and how computing is being used effectively across the 
curriculum. 
 
Staff training - aims 

 To ensure that all the staff, including support staff, have the skills to be able to raise the standard 
of computing in the school. 

 To train all staff in the skills necessary to use computing to raise standards of literacy and maths 
in the school. 

 To train all staff in the skills necessary to use computing across the wider curriculum. 

 To ensure that all members of staff have the skills to make use of the school’s learning platform. 

 To give all staff time for personal development of skills through in house training and workshops. 
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Equal opportunities  

 All pupils must have hands-on experience when working in pairs or small groups.  This includes 
work with floor robots, remote control devices, digital cameras and microscopes etc. as well as 
classroom computers and the Computer suite. 

 Particular attention must be paid to the grouping of boys and girls so that all pupils develop 
confidence. 

 Adequate space must be available for left handed children when working on computers. 
 
Curriculum Planning 
In KS1 the curriculum is designed to build on skills across the 2 years. Skills learnt in year 1 anre 
developed and extended into year 2. Skills taught include programming, word processing, multimedia 
and internet safety. For more information see the National Curriculum. 
Children in the Foundation Stage follow the EYFS seven areas of learning which support their early 
development within this subject. Please refer to the Foundation Policy for more detail.  
 
Health and safety: 
 
To maintain and protect hardware and software and ensure the safety of pupils 

 Computer systems must not be placed in direct sunlight, near radiators or chalk boards. 

 Electric plugs must not be near any water sources. 

 Wires must not be trailing. 

 All computers are to be switched on and off (at the plug) by an adult. 

 Pupils should not work on the computer for excessively long periods. 

 All pupils should sit directly in front of the screen on the correct size chair to ensure the correct 
posture and in order that two hands can be used on the keyboard. 

 Data projectors are ceiling mounted to minimise the risk of eye injury from staring into the 
projector beam. 

 Children are supervised at all times when using Interactive White Boards. 
 
E- Safety and Internet access (To be read in conjunction with our E-safety Policy.) 
E-safety is the responsibility of all staff. The e-safety message should be taught through all subjects to 
ensure the children have frequent and reminders about staying safe online. The school believes that the 
benefits of access to the resources, and related technologies, of the Internet far exceed potential 
disadvantages. The responsibility for setting and conveying the standards that children are expected to 
follow, when using media and information resources, is one that the school shares with parents and 
guardians. The school will provide information to assist parents in providing safe access. No filtering 
system is 100% secure. Our policies and procedures are in place to ensure maximum support for safe 
access to the Internet. The Internet is an essential element in 21st century life for education, business 
and social interaction. Internet use is a part of the statutory curriculum and as such the school has a 
duty to provide students with quality Internet access as part of their learning experience.  
 
The benefits of Internet usage include: 

 Access to a wide variety of educational resources  

 Developing key skills 

 Rapid and cost effective world wide communication 

 Gaining an understanding of people and cultures around the globe 

 Staff professional development through access to new curriculum materials, experts’ knowledge and 
practice 
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 Exchange of curriculum and administration data with LA / DFE 

 Social and leisure use 
 
 
 
Pupils’ access to the Internet 

 All staff will review and evaluate resources available on web sites appropriate to the age range (3 
– 7) and ability of the pupils being taught, prior to use with children.   

 The school uses a ‘filtered and monitored’ Internet service, which minimises the chances of 
children encountering undesirable materials.   

 Children’s internet usage is always supervised by a responsible adult. 

 In Key Stage One the children are taught to use child friendly search engines for text and images.  
 
SEN 
We enjoy teaching computing to all children, whatever their ability. It is part of the school curriculum 
policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. We provide learning opportunities that 
are matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties. Work in Computing takes into account 
the targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEP’s). 
 
E-mail 
Because of the age range taught, the children are not required or expected to use e-mail in school.   
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Appendix One  

 
The role of the Computing co-ordinator 

 

 To update policies for Computing and internet usage in accordance with timetable for policy 
review 

 

 To lead ongoing process of Computing self-review 
 

 To collate information on attainment in Computing. 
 

 To maintain Computing evaluation file, with children’s work appropriately annotated, to show 
expectations within and progression between year groups 

 

 As required by the head teacher, to participate in learning walks and other forms of monitoring 
 

 To ensure Computing is embedded in schemes of work for other subjects (in liaison with subject 
co-ordinators) 

 

 To promote the use of Computing in supporting teaching and learning across the curriculum 
 

 To manage budget for Computing consumables 
 

 To maintain software licences file 
 

 To advise on priorities for expenditure in relation to Computing hardware and software 
(including renewal of subscription software) 

 

 To model and encourage good practice in Computing and e-safety 
 

 To advise colleagues with respect to the Computing scheme of work (Key Stage One) and 
progression in Computing skills (Foundation) 

 

 To advise colleagues with respect to the teaching of e-safety 
 

 To attend cluster group/other networking meetings as appropriate 
 

 To keep up to date with developments in the subject 
 

 To ensure Computing equipment is used safely and in accordance with school policies, including 
those on e-safety and internet usage 

 

 To liaise with Computing technician 
 

 To liaise with colleagues in the Junior School 
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Appendix Two 
 

COMPUTING – opportunities for a multicultural focus 
 
QCA guidance on respect for all identifies the following areas where Computing can help value diversity 
and challenge racism: 

 Teaching children to be discriminating in their use of information  (e.g. from the internet).  This 
can help challenge stereotypes and narrow-minded perspectives. 

 Teaching children to respond to the needs of audiences when presenting and sharing 
information.  This can help to develop sensitivity to the needs, interests and cultural diversity of 
others. 

 
Some further points for consideration: 

 Computing can be used to support teaching and learning with a multicultural focus across the 
curriculum e.g. researching India topic; using the internet to view art work from a range of 
cultures.  Computing can also be used to enable children to present their findings e.g. on 
Festivals. 

 

 Much work in Computing at Key Stage 1/Foundation takes as its starting point the children 
themselves e.g. work on programming the children’s hair colour, eye colour etc. as the raw data.  
This is entirely appropriate for the age of the children but could be enhanced and extended by 
looking at other sources of data. 

 

 Children need to be taught specific Computer skills, but the opportunities they have to apply 
them can reflect our multicultural society. 

 

 When evaluating and selecting new software, attention should be paid to the principles for 
choice of resources set out in the school policy for multicultural education e.g. avoiding 
stereotypical images of other cultures, especially when using clipart. 

 
 

 


