
 

 

Dear Grange Families,                                                                                          4th March 2022 

A warm welcome back to all of you to another fun and exciting half term! I hope you all had a relaxing 

half term break and had the opportunity to spend quality time with family and friends. 

It has been lovely to hear about what the children have been up to and also to see how much they have 

enjoyed catching up with their friends. We have seen the true value of friendship over the last couple 

of years where distance and separation has pushed us to find new and innovative ways to stay in touch. 

Now, more so than ever, when we see a world facing conflict and uncertainty, is a time where 

relationships, compassion and kindness are the forefront of everyone’s minds. It is at times like these 

when we really do see the good that is out there and the united strength of communities coming 

together with a common purpose. It has made me and the rest of the staff see how truly amazing our 

Grange community is and how lucky we are to be at the heart of it.  

This week the focus has been on our love of reading and yesterday we celebrated World Book Day.  

We know how much the children love dressing up and you all certainly put so much effort into the 

costumes and themes. All the children had the opportunity to visit every classroom, hearing favourite 

stories and taking part in book-themed activities. I’ve only captured a few of the moments experienced 

during the day, but I’m sure the children told you all about the fun they had! 

Please remember, there is always someone here to help, to advise and to listen. No worry, query or 

question is ever too big or too small! Find us on the playground in the morning and at the end of the 

day, or pop into the office to see one of the lovely office staff.  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Miss Myers   

 

 
New half term- fresh start! 

Drop off timings in the morning 

As we said before the half term break, we want to ensure that every minute 

counts. This is a reminder that our drop-off window is now between 8.45am 

and 8.55am to make sure that the children are in school and ready for 

assembly at 9am. Please make sure that your child is in school on time so that 

they don’t miss any learning or peer interaction.  

The gates on our playground will shut promptly at 9am. 

 
A warm welcome to Mrs Bamfield who has joined the Office Team! 

We are so pleased she has joined the Grange Community and know she 

will love being part of the team!  

New office hours:  

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 8.30am- 4.30pm 

Friday: 8.30am- 3.30pm 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly attendance: Cool to be In School 

Each week, attendance is tracked across the school and on a Friday the class 

with highest attendance for that week, gets a certificate. At the end of each 

term, we look at who has had the best attendance overall and that class gets 

to choose an item for their class such as a new game. 

This week the winners are: Starlings with 97.4% 

Congratulations and well done for your great attendance this week. 

Don’t forget, the more you’re in school, the more learning you can do! 

As a school, we have a responsibility and a duty of care to ensure that 

children attend school regularly and that attendance is good.  

Where attendance drops, we will make contact with parents and carers 

and work with you to get attendance back on track. 

Should your child be unwell and unable to attend that day, please contact 

the office to let us know and this will be recorded on our registers. 

During out of office hours, you will be able to leave a message. 

Attendance Letters 

Every school has a duty to report attendance to parents and where attendance 

drops and is not in line with local and national targets, we must address this and 

work with you to improve it. This week, we have completed a big ‘sweep’ of any 

attendance that has dropped below 90%. For those of you who have received a 

letter, please don’t be alarmed. This is our way of alerting you at a point where 

things can be turned around and improvements made quite quickly.  

If you would like to discuss attendance further, please contact the office.  

I am also more than happy to chat through ways we can help. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s COVID Update 

 

You will have seen the changes that have come into place since the half term break regarding  

self-isolation and daily testing of close contacts.  

From Thursday 24th February, the Government has removed the legal requirement to self-isolate 

following a positive test. Adults and children who test positive, will continue to be advised to stay at 

home and avoid contact with other people for at least 5 days and continue to follow the guidance until 

they have received 2 negative tests on consecutive days.  

In addition, fully vaccinated close contacts and those under the age of 18 will no longer be asked to test 

daily for 7 days. 

We would ask that you continue to report all positive cases to us and that if your child does test positive, 

they remain at home until they have tested negative and are feeling better.  

If you need to visit the school, please can you wear a face covering unless exempt and try to keep any 

face to face meetings or conversations to a minimum.  

In school, tables and high-touch areas are cleaned and sanitised regularly. Staff may choose to wear a 

face covering and we limit any mixing of year group bubbles. All our teaching spaces are well ventilated 

and hand washing is standard for all staff and children. 

Updated Government Guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyq_6vM_C9QIVS7DtCh0iiAkHEAAYAiAAEgJEK

PD_BwE  

Update: Friday 4th March    Confirmed positive cases 

Year R: 0 

Year 1: 1 

Year 2: 1 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyq_6vM_C9QIVS7DtCh0iiAkHEAAYAiAAEgJEKPD_BwE
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyq_6vM_C9QIVS7DtCh0iiAkHEAAYAiAAEgJEKPD_BwE


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 8th March: Bee Keeper Visit for KS1 

Friday 18th March: Red Nose Day £1 donation 

Tuesday 29th March: Year R trip to Longdown Dairy Farm 

Week beginning 28th March: Parents progress meetings 

Friday 8th April: School closes for the Easter break at 1.30pm 

Monday 25th April: Summer term starts 

Thursday 5th May: School closed for Polling Day 

Friday 27th May: School closes for the half term break at 3.15pm 

Monday 6th June: Summer 2 starts 

Friday 8th July: School closed for INSET Transition planning 

Thursday 21st July: School closes at 1.30pm for the summer break 

 

 

 

PE Days for the Spring Term 2022 

There have been a couple of changes to PE days, so please check below to see which day your 

child/ren will need to come to school in their PE kit. 

Please can you make sure all jewellery is removed as part of our health and safety guidance. 

It is always good practice to name all items of clothing too! 

We would ask that PE kits consist of black shorts or trackies when it is colder and a plain white 

t-shirt. School jumpers or cardigans can be worn on top so please avoid hoodies or other 

sweatshirts. We encourage the children to wear black plimsolls or plain black trainers. 

Starlings, Sparrows and Woodpeckers: Wednesday 

Wagtails, Robins and Chaffinches: Monday 

Owls and Blackbirds: Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fpe&psig=AOvVaw2dCrtPO5yFgUCOtHIzMd4o&ust=1615580350772000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCND7z_mHqe8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


 



Grange Infants Garden Gang 

The last couple of years have presented many challenges from school closures to storms.  

During this time, our beautiful gardens have not had the attention they deserve and were in need of 

some green-fingered magic. Last weekend, when we were fortunate enough to enjoy some lovely 

sunshine, a group of volunteers from our school community gave two hours of their time to clearing, 

tidying, chopping, burning and sweeping the gardens. It was amazing what great team work achieved in 

such a short a time and a huge thank you must go to everyone for their hard work.  

A special mention must go to Mrs Bentley, one of our Year 1 parents, who joined us and would like to 

continue to volunteer her time to help maintain these spaces. We have lots of projects planned and 

look forward to bring the garden back to life with her expert advice! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Yesterday, we celebrated 25 years of World Book Day. It was fantastic to see the huge array of 

costumes and to see what thought and effort had been put into the day. Every class had the chance 

to hear 8 different stories across the school and to take part in lots of fun activities. We ended the 

day with a sharing assembly and it was so lovely to see how much the children had enjoyed the day. 

A huge thank you to all of our families for supporting this day, to all of the staff for making the day 

so much fun and to Mrs Johnston for arranging everything! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 Support for Ukraine 

 

As the crisis in Ukraine worsens daily, we are all looking for ways we can help. I’m 

sure many of you will already know of local drop-off points and charities that are 

collecting but these are some that I have located locally: 

https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/people/heres-where-to-go-to-donate-items-to-

those-in-need-in-ukraine-3592390  

Jacob’s Well Care Centre Gosport:  

They have a lorry leaving for Romania on 11th March. They need our help to fill the 

lorry.  

Alver Valley Family Centre will be the Rowner drop off point.  

If you are able to donate any of the following items, please bring them to Alver Valley 

Family Centre by Wednesday 9th March, (please do not bring anything that is not on 

the list as we will not be able to accept it). We are open Monday to Friday 07.00-

18.00. Thank you in advance for your help and support. 

Non perishable foods 

Tins of food    Pasta      Rice      Sugar  

Baby milk        Nappies     Sanitary products   Toiletries  

Paracetamol       Calpol       First aid kits 

Sleeping bags      Brand new underwear and socks kids and adults 

Strollers       baby slings  

 

Portsmouth:   Collection points have been set up at Maya Delicatessen, in Fratton, 

during the week, and the Polish Community School, on St Mary’s Road, on Saturdays 

between 10am and 1pm. 

 

 

 

https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/people/heres-where-to-go-to-donate-items-to-those-in-need-in-ukraine-3592390
https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/people/heres-where-to-go-to-donate-items-to-those-in-need-in-ukraine-3592390
https://www.facebook.com/alvervalleyfamilycentre/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW4El24v1pacPKjASujysHk00B-8NtJSq-jFfRo-3TpJrlLXdXjZ-G9HbMZ39HtPldNjRc4dOUOT3EYMiR3IVld4nMFNIbptTe1u2TZA0YaCD9Tfpebj4l6vckoDA4Rm-DAsG2MLHp9zRovacNoM9v7QmoXCIPpsDul4iQMaVwBiXtjhtGopCuE8cN46wgdSeo&__tn__=kK-R

