
13.1.21    *Please see the pre-recorded video clip on Class Dojo at 1pm to support these lessons. 

“Who’s that trip trapping over my bridge?” 
A topic linking literacy, maths, science, design technology and history 

Topic question  

“What is the best way to make a bridge?” 

 

DT lesson 1 

COLD TASK (pre teaching) 

Have a look around your house and collect some different resources to test to make a 

bridge. This could be duplo, lollisticks, paper etc. Make a bridge to bridge a gap 

between 2 tables or 2 chairs, for example. Send us a photo/s of you exploring before 

the teaching. 

Problem: We don’t know how to make a strong bridge yet.  It’s not just bridges that 

need to be strong. Let’s have a go at testing the strength of shapes. Watch this video 

to introduce how bridges first came about.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NE2VchWrtLM  

 

Have another go with the resources. Take a photo of model 2. Did you change the 

shape/design? 

 

Watch these short video clips to give you more information about the strength of 

different shapes and what materials are used to build bridges. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vqspp8MG1m0  (stop at 2.10 (need for next 

lesson)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8X_zk-NgtRc   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoS0UvVfxRQ   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8spyrd  

 

After watching the video clips and through my investigation I 

learnt the strongest shape is a _________________________ 

because ___________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

LO1: I can explore structures and discuss the strengths of different 

shapes and identify the better shapes for building bridges 

 

LO:2 I can identify the strongest structures and explain why they are 

stronger   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NE2VchWrtLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vqspp8MG1m0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8X_zk-NgtRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoS0UvVfxRQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8spyrd


13.1.21    *Please see the pre-recorded video clip on Class Dojo at 1pm to support these lessons. 

DT lesson 2 

Circle the strongest structures and explain why 

you have chosen these pictures and compare how 

they are different to the others  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have circled these pictures because…  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

They are different because…  

______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
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